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SUB J : GOP RELATIONS WITH ROK 

REF: STATE 37265, ISLAMABAD 4786 

1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REFTEL, POL COUNSELOR CALLED ON 
MFA DIRECTOR GENERAL (EAST ASIA) SELIMUZZAMAN TO URGE 
THAT GOP RECONSIDER ITS POSITION AND ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH ROK. 

2. SELIM RECALLED THAT USG HAS RAISED MATTER WITH GOP 
LAST MAY AND REFERRED TO POINTS MADE TO AMBASSADOR BY 
PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO AT THAT TIME. RETIONALE AS 
DEVELOPED BY BHUTTO REMAINED BASIS FOR GOP APPROACH TO 
ISSUE AND, IN SELIM'S VIEW, THERE HAD BEEN NO FRESH 
DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THAT TIME SUFFICIENT TO WARRANT 
CHANGING IT. HE STRESSED IMPORTANCE THAT GOP RELATIONSHIP 
WITH CHINA PLAYS IN DETERMINING ITS APPROACH TO ISSUE. 

HE SAW LITTLE PROSPECT OF ANY CHANGE IN GOP POLICY 
REGARDING KOREA AT THIS TIME, BUT PROMISED AT POL 
COUNSELOR S REQUEST TO SEND A PAPER REFLECTING OUR 
DEMARCHE TO HIGHER MFA LEVEL, PRESUMABLY FOREIGN SECRETARY. 

3. WE EXPECT TO HAVE A CONSIDERED REPLY FROM MFA IN A 
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FEW WEEKS, AND WILL FORWARD IT TO DEPARTMENT AT THAT TIME. 
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WE ARE NOT HOPEFUL. AS SELIM HAS ACKNOWLEDGED, GOP 
POLICY TOWARD THE DIVIDED COUNTRIES OF ASIA IS NOT EVEN- 
HANDED (WE DID NOT USE THIS ARGUMENT IN URGING A CHANGE) 
BUT IS DETERMINED BY SUCH CONSIDERATIONS AS PAKISTAN'S 
TIES WITH CHINA AND THE US AND ITS EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN 
ITS THIRD WORLD CREDENTIALS AS WELL AS BY BILATERAL 
PROSPECTS. IN THE CASE OF KOREA, THE GOP WAS PREPARED TO 
BE EVENHANDED IN ITS ROLE IN THE DEBATE AT THE 29TH UNGA 
LAST YEAR (ABSTAINING ON BOTH RESOLUTIONS), WE WOULD 
JUDGE PRIMARILY BECAUSE IT SAW SUCH A COURSE AS CAUSING IT 
LEAST DAMAGE IN ITS RELATIONS WITH PEKING AND WASHINGTON. 
ON THE ISSUE OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, THE SCALE IS 
WEIGHTED AGAINST US BY FACT THAT ESTABLISHMENT OF TIES 
WITH SEOUL REPRESENTS A CHANGE WHEREAS PYONGYANG-ONLY 
APPROACH MERELY MAINTAINS STATUS QUO. (SELIM NOTED IN 
PASSING THAT HAD ROKG NOT BEEN HOLDING TO ITS HALLSTEIN 
APPROACH IN NOVEMBER 1972 WHEN GOP ESTABLISHED RELATIONS 
WITH PYONGYANG, PARS WOULD PROBABLY HAVE ESTABLISHED 
TIES WITH SEOUL AS WELL.) APPARENT PAK CONCLUSION THAT 
CHANGE IN KOREAN RELATIONS POLICY WILL HURT GOP MORE 
WITH THE PRC THAN IT WILL BENEFIT IT WITH USG, TO WHICH 
IT BELIEVES IT CAN BE HELPFUL IN MORE APPROPRIATE WAYS, 

HAS PROBABLY BEEN REINFORCED BY OUR HAVING ALLOWED 
SEVERAL HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS TO GO BY OVER THE PAST FEW 
MONTHS WITHOUT RAISING THE MATTER. 

BYROADE 
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